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It would be very difficult to take this oecasion lightly, and inappropriate
to try to be funny but I cannot completely repress my sense of humor when I think
of the several references that Dr. Wolgemuth mode and again that Dr. Gerig mode
to milestones and thinking also of another trustee who was participating in another
occasion where a new president was being inaugurated in the college and who made
this comment, III am very happy to participate in this another millstone in the life
of this institution." This does remind me of and I do remember very dearly an occasion
almost ten years ago In which we were in this building under the title of an inauguration
ceremony. I suppose this is to be considered an exauguration .
Very seriously, I have never felt that Velma and I have been any more Invalved and more deeply committed to and participating in the life of Taylor University
than we are !')Ow. From the standpoint of leodership responsibility and opportunity
it was a very deep commitment on my part that, at about this time in this ratller
extended period of work in the Taylor program, I should be concerned about continuing leadership and should work with the Board of Trustees and with the other
components of what Taylor University is in its entire family, its entire clientele...
,
An order to do those things, to plan them and to manage them in such a V!ay that
a transition in leadership whiCh is not abrupt and which is not boat-rocking but
which would at each step potentially, at least, contribute, at least positively, to
the strength and the continued growth and the ongoingness and the stability of Taylor
University should be done and would be appropriate. And thus it has been a re.,1
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privilege to participate in what is working out according to pion as a transition in
leadership. And I am very happy that Dr. Baptista will be coming mid-summer to
assume the presidency of Taylor University and I am very, very happy also to contlnue in an active rol. becQuse during these ten yean of my term in the presidency

I have seen not only what you have seen as the campus has developed and grown

.

in br;ek and mortar and in beauty, I believe, and in functionality and In ability
to s.rve students, I have also been aware of a commensurate growth in opportunities
of further extending the influence of this univenity across the nation and around the
world and also of finding and bringing to Taylor University resources that will make
its future even greater than its present or its past. And to be involved In the opportunity
to capitalize and to share and to participate in those activities is a real challenge

to me.
I would like to express my obligation to many, many othen who are probably
more responsible for all of these things that have been mentioned In this citation than
even I am. Fint of all, I recognize, of course, that anything that I am and anything
thot I have been a part of, the credit, the hon.o r--all belong to Jesus Christ--because
none of these things could be brought about either by one person or by a group of
people. But I am quite aware of the presence and the power and the blessing of God and
the presence, the beautiful personal presence, of Jesus Christ in this whole series
I
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of miracles that has brought this university to what it Is today.

And to my family, and it was a genuine surprise to discover that our children
are here, Velma and they are so very much responsible for what has made it possible

-3for me to be active in the program of Taylor University as I have been.
I owe a great debt of gratitude to Dr. Gerig and the other members of the .

Board of Trustees, more than could be .expressed in words, and I feel that to try to
say it, to try to specify it, to try to outline it, would be futile but their lives have
been woven into the development of Taylor University over these years iust like
mine has been.

And my debt of gratitude to the faculty and the staff and the students,
presently especially, but also as I think back over the years to many, many others
that are not here today and then also my debt to colleagues that are outside the
structure of this univenity across the Stote of Indiana, and across the nation, and
around the world. And for all of these people, relationships with whom are so
wonderful and so meaningful, I am deeply, deeply grateful this morning.
I remember on some occasions when we used to do more about birthdays than
we do

naN,

that there were attempts made occasionally to pu II off a birthday party

as a complete surprise. Often they were not quite completely successful but I must
admit to you, and I assume the same is true for Velma, that this was a total and
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complete surprise and if my response is less than adequate today it's probably because
of my total unpreparedness for this occasion.
I am so deeply grateful to all of you that are here and I pray God's continued
blessing upon all of you and upon our continuing work together in this great business
of providing an educational opportunity for the wonderful young people that come
to Taylor Univenity.
Thank you.

The Milo A. Rediger ChapellAuditorium
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t is an immutable fact that an
institution reflects the character of
those who guide its destiny. Therefore, it is not surprising that Taylor
University has achieved a level of
influence far out of proportion to
its size, not only in the United
States but in many countries.
Dr. Milo A. Rediger with a distinguished thirty-two-year tenure
as a Christian educator and administrator at Taylor has given monumental service through the quality
of his wisdom, aspirations, and
Christian spirit which he has so
faithfully exercised.
As Academic Dean he was the
prime force behind Taylor's regional accreditation in 1947 and national accreditation of the teacher
education program in 1962. He has
been chiefly responsible for raising the academic credentials to the
level they occupy today.
As a highly recognized educator
he has advisory and board member relationships with the Associated Colleges of Indiana, Christian
College Consortium, and Independent Colleges and Universities
of Indiana. He is a member of the
American Association for Higher
Education and Phi Delta Kappa. He
is listed in Who's Who in American
Education, Community Leaders of
America and Creative and Successful Personalities. In addition,
from 1957-63 he was a coordinator
for the Committee on Liberal Arts
Education of the North Central Accrediting Association.
As president for the past ten
years~ he has led Taylor to its most
significant and productive decade
in history. Under his leadership
Taylor has erected ten new buildings since 1965. The value of campus facilities increased from less
than $2,000,000 to nearly $11,000,000. The annual budget rose from

$1,600,000 to over $5,000,000. Endowment rose from $600,000 to
$1,500,000. Other gift income during the same period increased annually from $150,000 to $1,060,000.
As a Christian statesman, Dr.
Rediger has traveled extensively in
Africa, the Middle and Far East, and
Europe visiting mission fields and
observing conditions in several
Iron Curtain countries. An Old Testament scholar, he participates in
numerous Bible conferences and
seminars. He was a delegate to Lausanne '74 and was president of the
board of the Congo Inland Mission.
As an active citizen, he is involved in the YMCA, the Indiana
Chamber of Commerce, Indianapolis Southside Christian Schools
Association, Bethel Boys Home,
Marion Easter Pageant Board, Marion Philharmonic Association, the
Wabash Valley Association, Grant
County Development Committee,
the Grant County United Way
Board of Directors, and the Marion
Kiwanis Club.
The evidences of his influence
are legion. They are found not only
in the dramatically changed silhouette of the campus but in the
dedication and spirit of the administration, faculty, and staff. But
most important, the fruits of his life
have been multiplied through the
more than 3,000 young men and
women who have received their
education under his leadership.
No one in history has been a
more integral part of Taylor than
Dr. Rediger. He was graduated
magna cum laude from Taylor in
1939 and received the M.A. and
ph.D. degrees from New York University. He joined the Taylor faculty in 1943, as Professor of Philosophy and Religion, and became
Academic Dean in 1945, a position

he held until assuming the presidency.
His ministry as Christian friend
and counselor is given tribute in
the 1947 yearbook: "Dr. Rediger's
sympathetic and sincere interest in
each student has endeared him to
the student body. All who know
him have been challenged by his
consistent Christian life. His keen
understanding and clear-sighted
wisdom invite students to seek
counsel of him." Similar tributes
have been voiced by hundreds of
students across the years.
Another college president evaluated Dr. Rediger's life as follows:
"It was better for Taylor to have Dr.
Rediger than to have been given
ten million dollars. His colleagues
have an enormous respect for him,
and young people have in him
someone whom they can trust."
Although we regret the inexorable laws which prompt Dr. Rediger to place his mantle on the
shoulders of another, Taylor University and the Christian world will
be richer in the qualities worthy to
endure because of his leadership
and presence among us.
He himself has said, "Taylor is my
book, my poem, my song." We
pray earnestly that his gifts of
statesmanship, fertility of mind, and
spiritual strength will continue to
benefit the ministry of Taylor University for years to come, and that
more chapters in his priceless book
of service to Taylor will yet be written in his position as Chancellor.
Therefore, in recognition of the
foregoing and on the authority
granted me by unanimous vote of
the Taylor University Board of Trustees, I hereby declare that upon
completion of the remodeling of
May tag Gymnasium, the building is
to be permanently named the Milo
A. Rediger ChapellAuditorium.
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